FOLK   AND   FOLK   WAYS

the trouble to untie a knot, unless compelled to do so by
necessity?

This will, to some people, appear a small thing only; but
who can doubt that that taxidermist has sown a seed which
will, in the future, cause much suffering to an incalculable
number of living creatures? As he was a peripatetic taxider-
mist, the place where I met him was only one in a hundred.

To the lover of animals it must also be a matter of great
regret that the different commissions on tropical diseases
have to use native help when they experiment on animals;
for, given the Negro's passion for imitation, and his passion
for 'showing off' before other natives, one shudders at the
thought of what these helpers may be doing after they have
returned to their homes.

Although natives love to see animals die, especially
mammals, they often omit to take the trouble to finish
small wounded animals and birds, and will carry the latter,
fluttering and struggling, for miles and miles, to their place
of destination. It is pitiful to know, in this connection,
that settlers and explorers who are collecting, either for
themselves or to supply museums, in the hope of per-
petuating a name otherwise doomed to oblivion by having
it affixed to a new species of animal, are in the habit of
sending out fully equipped natives on collecting expeditions,
which sometimes last for months at a time. It is all done
for the promotion of science, we are told, when we dare to
utter a mild word of remonstrance. Many a poor bird or
small mammal, which has been carried for half a day, alive
and suffering unspeakable torment, if it had the gift of
speech, might conceivably, before dying, utter a variant of
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